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COMPLIANCE WITH ETHICAL STANDARDS: 

 

To ensure objectivity and transparency in research and to ensure that accepted principles of ethical and 

professional conduct have been followed, authors should include informed consent if the research 

involved human participants, and a statement on the welfare of animals if the research involving animals. 

Authors* should include the following statements (if applicable) in a separate section entitled “Compliance 

with Ethical Standards” before the References when submitting an article: 

 Research involving Human Participants and/or Animals Informed consent. 

 Informed consent. 

 

The authors should specifically mention if a waiver was obtained for the study and the reason for the 

waiver. They should confirm that the study was conducted following the Declaration of Helsinki and its 

later amendments or comparable ethical standards. 

 

Acknowledgments 

Anyone who does not meet the authorship criteria, such as people who provided technical help, 

institutional/department heads who provided general support, or medical writers who assisted with the 

preparation of the article content, should be acknowledged. Even if the authors have no one to 

acknowledge, the journal expects authors to include this section in the article and write “Not applicable.” 

 

Funding 

All sources of funding for the research work and their role (if at all) in the design of the study and 

collection, analysis, interpretation of data, and in writing the article should be declared. Provide the 

name(s) of the funding agency/agencies along with the grant number(s). If the study did not receive any 

funding, the journal expects authors to include this section in the article and write “Not applicable.” 

 

RESEARCH INVOLVING HUMAN PARTICIPANTS AND/OR ANIMALS: 

 

Statement of human rights 

When reporting studies that involve human participants, authors should include a statement that the 

studies have been approved by the appropriate institutional and/or national research ethics committee 

and have been performed in accordance with the ethical standards as laid down in the Declaration of 

Helsinki and its later amendments or comparable ethical standards. If doubt exists whether the research 

was conducted in accordance with the Declaration of Helsinki or comparable standards, the authors must 

explain the reasons for their approach, and demonstrate that the independent ethics committee or 

institutional review board explicitly approved the doubtful aspects of the study. 

 

The following statements should be included in the text before the References section: 

 

Ethical approval: “All procedures performed in studies involving human participants were in accordance 

with the ethical standards of the institutional and/or national research committee and with the 

Declaration of Helsinki and its later amendments or comparable ethical standards.” 

 

For retrospective studies, please add the following sentence: “For this type of study, formal consent is not 

required.” 

 

 

 

https://www.wma.net/what-we-do/medical-ethics/declaration-of-helsinki/
https://www.wma.net/what-we-do/medical-ethics/declaration-of-helsinki/
https://www.wma.net/what-we-do/medical-ethics/declaration-of-helsinki/
https://www.wma.net/what-we-do/medical-ethics/declaration-of-helsinki/
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